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BIOGRAPHY 
  
Ken Brown, P. Eng. has actively been involved in the STLE for many years. 
Ken received his B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Waterloo. 
After graduating, he joined the Power Equipment Dept of Ontario Hydro 
beginning as a Design Engineer. For 17 years he worked he provided 
tribological assistance on nuclear, fossil, and hydroelectric plants for rotating 
equipment such as pumps. turbines, motors, and fans as well as auxiliary 
equipment such as filters. purifiers and fuel loading machines. Duties included 
trouble shooting bearings and lubricants, preparing equipment specifications 
and championing the causes of improved conditions monitoring and better 
lubricants. In 1993, Ken left Ontario Hydro to form Utility Service Associates. 
He remains active in the STLE and is currently chair of the Editorial & 
Publications Committee. 
  
ABSTRACT 
 
The talk will address the need for improvements with respect to cost savings 
and hence competitive positions often with little or no significant costs. 
There will be an overview of how this can be easily accomplished for 
equipment such as bearings, seals, gearboxes, motors, and compressors. 
An example will be given of how changing lubricants resulted in a 9% power 
savings for a 400 HP gearbox. 
The presentation will also discuss the methods of calculating paybacks. 
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